GARDENS    AND    TREES

seasons, the second with garden design, and the
third with planting, distilling and with descriptions
of gardens. An extract from a letter from Evelyn to
Dr. John Beale, F.R.S., Chaplain to the King
(nth July, 1679), niust be quoted because It shows
as well as any document how Evelyn's time was
filled and how he was really handicapped by having
too many irons in the fire:

"When again I consider into what an ocean I am
plunged, how much I have written and collected for
above these twenty years upon this fruitful and inex-
haustible subject (I mean horticulture), not yet fully
digested to my mind, and what insuperable pains it
will require to insert the (daily increasing) particulars
into what I have already in some measure prepared,
and which must of necessity be done by my own hand,
I am almost out of hope that I shall ever have
strength and leisure to bring it to maturity, having
for the last ten years of my life been in perpetual
motion, and hardly two months in the year at my
own habitation, or conversant with my family.
You know what my charge and care has been during
the late unhappy war with the Hollanders; and what
it has cost me as to avocations, and for the procuring
money, and attending the Lord Treasurer, etc., to
discharge the quarters of many thousands. Since
that, I have upon me no fewer than three executor-
ships, besides other domestic concerns, either of them
enough to distract a more steady and composed
genius than is mine. Superadd to these the public
confusions in church and kingdom (never to be
sufficiently deplored), and which cannot but most
sensibly touch every sober and honest man. In the
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